An abnormal thyroid echographic pattern characterized by a diffuse low echogenicity has been described in Hashimoto's thyroiditis and Graves' disease. 
Thyroid ultrasonography is a diagnostic procedure widely utilized in the evaluation of thyroid disorders, mainly for the identification of solid or cystic lesions (1, 2) . Recently, an abnormal thyroid pattern at ultrasound, characterized by a diffuse low echogenicity, has been described in Hashimoto's thyroiditis (3) (4) (5) and Graves' disease (6) . In particular, we have reported a strict association between thyroid hypoechogenicity and hy¬ pothyroidism in patients with Hashimoto's thyroiditis (7) . In that study thyroid hypoechogenicity was also found in 59/90 (65%) patients with Graves' disease whether treated or untreated.
Since antithyroid drugs for Graves' disease were introduced for the therapy of the hyperthyroidism, several parameters have been evaluated for the predic¬ tion of relapse of hyperthyroidism after discontinuation of treatment. Among these, the most sensitive and specific has been considered the measurement of TSH receptor antibodies (TR-ab) by a radioreceptor assay (8) . HLA-DR typing (9) or the association with ophthalmopathy or large goiter were also used as clinical parameters, but these criteria lack sensitivity and specificity (8) . In previous studies from our laboratory (7) and others (6) 
